Insecticides were applied to the center two rows of each plot on 17 May (one day before first bloom) and again on 24 May. Insecticide treatments were made with a self propelled Lee Company Spider Spray Trac using TX-8 hollow cone nozzles (2/row) which delivered 10.9 gpa total spray volume at 40 psi and a speed of 3.75 mph.
Treatment effects were assessed by (1) counting the number of fleahoppers/20 plant terminals in each plot before treatment on 17 May, 3 DAT-1 (days after treatment-1), and 3 and 6 DAT -2, (2) recording the number of beneficial arthropod predators/20 plant terminals 3 and 7 DAT -1, (3) harvesting cotton for yield analysis on 5 Aug from 13.75 ft row in each plot, and (4) evaluating lint samples for fiber characteristics (International Textile Center, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX).
RESULTS/DISCUSSION:
Insecticide treatments significantly reduced fleahopper numbers (Table 1) compared with the untreated check on all inspection dates (3 DAT -1 and 3, 6 DAT -2). Except for the first count 3 DAT -1 (rainfall 16 h after treatment may have affected results), insecticides maintained fleahopper numbers below 10 per 100 plant terminals (reported in the table as number/20 terminals). For the 3 inspection dates (season average) the fleahopper population was maintained at or below 10 per 100 terminals by all insecticide treatments. Effects on beneficial arthropods were assessed 3 and 7 DAT -1 (Tables 2 and 3) . No differences were found in ladybeetle numbers 3 DAT -1 but, numerically, the untreated check had the greatest numbers. Minute pirate bugs and spiders were significantly reduced in all insecticide treatments, except for minute pirate bugs in the Steward treatment, 3 DAT -1. Significantly fewer total predators were detected in all insecticide treatments 3 DAT -1. By 7 DAT -1 no differences were found in lady beetles, minute pirate bug, green lacewing or total predator numbers but there were unexplained differences in spider numbers (Table 3) . Numbers of harvested bolls, number of bolls per lint lb and lint yield were not statistically different (Table 4 ).
There was, however, an obvious numerical yield increase trend since all 11 insecticide treatments produced more lint yield (36 -124 lb/acre range) compared to the untreated check. Similar results were observed in a 1998 test. Although not shown statistically, we believe the average yield increase of 74.5 lb/acre resulted from control of cotton fleahopper. Current written recommendations do not generally consider fleahoppers as damaging to cotton as it reaches the early bloom stage; however, relatively smooth leaf cotton varieties, as planted in this test (DPL 20B) , are known to be more susceptible and possibly should be protected into the early bloom stage. We believe that this study provides circumstantial evidence of that damage potential. Fiber characteristics were not found to be different (Table 5) .
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